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Message From the State Executive Director

Over the past few weeks, I've toured vineyards, urban operations, oyster co-ops, orchards,
livestock farms, and more. The diversity of operations in our state is remarkable and is part of
what makes CT agriculture amazing. But ultimately it is the hardworking and dedicated
producers that are the heart of our farming community. | look forward to getting out to meet
more producers and learning more about your operations. Please reach out to me or your
county office if you’re interested in hosting a visit or would like FSA’s presence at a meeting or
event.

Here at the State Office, we are keeping a close eye on the CT Drought Monitor. Drought
impacts all aspects of farming, and it is more important than ever to stay connected to your
local FSA office. FSA has emergency assistance programs to provide assistance when
disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation may be the eligibility



trigger. When natural disaster occurs, there is a process for requesting a USDA Secretarial
disaster designation for a county and farmers play a vital role in this process.

Please reach out and let your county office know the impacts that drought or any other natural
disaster is having on your operation. And if you see your neighbor, or another producer in your
community struggling with production loss, drought impacts, or the like, remind them that FSA
is here to help.

Stay safe,
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Emily J. Cole, PhD
State Executive Director

FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock
Producers Through Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish
Program (ELAP)

If you've suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed or water to livestock or hauling
livestock to forage/grazing acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be eligible for
financial assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP).

For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for:

o the transportation of water to livestock;
e the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock,
e the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.*

*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for
“empty miles.”

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are maintained
for commercial use and located in a county where the qualifying drought conditions occur. A
county must have had D2 severe drought intensity on the U.S. Drought Monitor for eight
consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or D3 or D4 drought intensity at any time
during the normal grazing period. Producers must have risk in both eligible livestock and
eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for ELAP assistance.

WATER TRANSPORTATION



For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to eligible
livestock on eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock watering
systems or facilities in place before the drought occurred and where they do not normally
require the transportation of water. Payments are for costs associated with personal labor,
equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water transportation fees. Cost of the
water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national average price per
gallon.

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal expenses
for transporting feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes the first 25
miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the costs above
what would normally have been incurred during the same time period in a normal (non-
drought) year.

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING LIVESTOCK TO FORAGE/GRAZING
ACRES

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a new
location for feed resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted areas.
Assistance for Livestock transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022 and
subsequent years. Please contact your county FSA office for additional details.

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact their
county FSA office as soon as the loss of water resources or feed resources are known. For
ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should maintain records and
receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to eligible livestock, the costs of
transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting eligible livestock to
forage/grazing acres.

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA office
for more information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers also can
benefit from ELAP provisions and should contact their county FSA office within 15 calendar
days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent.

For more information regarding ELAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

USDA Invests $14.5 Million in Taxpayer Education,
Program Outreach Efforts for Farmers and
Ranchers

Learn more and register for a free webinar



FSA is investing in two outreach and education efforts for farmers and ranchers, including
those who are new to agriculture or who have been historically underserved by programs.

First, FSA is announcing $10 million in the new Taxpayer Education and Asset Protection
Initiative. Through this initiative, FSA has partnered with the University of Arkansas and the
National Farm Income Tax Extension Committee to deliver tax education resources for
farmers and ranchers, which includes engagement with agricultural educators, and tax
professionals through partnerships with community groups and minority serving institutions
across the country.

Second, FSA is investing $4.5 million in outreach for the Conservation Reserve Program
Transition Incentives Program (CRP TIP), which increases access to land for new farmers and
ranchers. FSA will award cooperative agreements to 15 to 20 partner and stakeholder
organizations to conduct outreach and technical assistance and promote awareness and
understanding among agricultural communities, particularly those who are military veterans,
new to farming, or historically underserved.

Learn more and register for a free webinar on tax preparation here!

Streamlined Delivery of Emergency Relief
Programs Is Win-Win for USDA and Agricultural
Producers



New Program Outperforms Predecessor Disaster Program in speed of assistance and
almost 90% reduced application burden, Online Analytics Now Available

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has processed more than 255,000 applications
for the new Emergency Relief Program (ERP). USDA has made approximately $6.1 billion, to
date, in payments to commaodity and specialty crop producers to help offset eligible losses
from qualifying 2020 and 2021 natural disasters. By breaking-down agency barriers, using
existing data across USDA and pre-filled applications, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) in
cooperation with the Risk Management Agency (RMA) has been able to expediently provide
economic relief and save producers and staff over a million hours of time.

The design of ERP Phase One allowed for an expedited process that saved time for staff and
producers. FSA was able to begin disbursing payments to producers within days of rolling out
the program when under the predecessor program lengthy applications and processing were
required before making payments. FSA county offices can process almost nine ERP
applications in the time it took to process one application for the Wildfire and Hurricane
Indemnity Program — Plus (WHIP+), the predecessor program for ad hoc disaster assistance.
This equates to 88% less time to process applications and a reduction of more than one
million staff hours for implementation of ERP compared with WHIP+. While not specifically
tracked, we expect the savings for producers to be at least as significant as they previously
would have had a significant burden to collect records and often sit across from the local staff
as the data is entered.

These process improvements also enhanced the customer experience for farmers by reducing
the number of producer trips to FSA county offices and allowing producers to spend less time
completing forms so they could focus more on their agricultural operations. In addition, the
ERP program design greatly diminished the risk potential for errors and leveraged the existing
RMA and Federal Crop Insurance loss adjustment and verification processes. With more
applications approved, more dollars distributed, and more dollars paid per application in a
shorter timeframe, the streamlined application process developed to deliver ERP has
significantly outperformed the previous implementation of WHIP+. FSA also has paid more
than $1 billion to historically underserved producers.

Emergency Relief Payments to Date

The efforts to streamline, improve responsiveness and work across traditional agency-borders
goes beyond just the recent ERP process. FSA mailed pre-filled ERP applications to
producers of commodities covered by federal crop insurance in late May and has since paid
producers with eligible losses more than $6 billion. Pre-filled ERP applications were mailed to
producers with Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage last week, and
so far, FSA has already issued $35.9 million in payments to producers with eligible losses.
NAP-related ERP payments also were not factored and are being made, in full, from the start
to speed and target assistance to the small and underserved producers that commonly rely on
NAP coverage. Also, earlier this year, staff processed more than 100,000 payments through
the Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) and paid eligible producers more than
$601.3 million for 2021 grazing losses within days of the program announcement.

ERP Data Now Available Online



A new public-facing dashboard on the ERP webpage has information on ERP payments that
can be sorted by crop type — specialty or non-specialty, specific commodities and state. FSA
will update the dashboard on Monday each week.

More Information

ERP and the previously announced ELRP are funded by the Extending Government Funding
and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, which President Biden signed into law in 2021.
The law provided $10 billion to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts,
hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disaster events experienced during calendar years
2020 and 2021.

For more information on ERP and ELRP eligibility, program provisions for historically
underserved producers as well as Frequently Asked Questions, producers can visit
FSA’s Emergency Relief webpage.

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including
the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Farm Loan
Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, producers
should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim,
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.

USDA Renews People’s Garden Initiative

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently planted a tree to announce the reopening of the
USDA'’s People’s Garden Initiative. People’s Gardens across the country will grow fresh,
healthy food and support resilient, local food systems; teach people how to garden using
conservation practices; nurture habitat for pollinators and wildlife and create greenspace for
neighbors. The garden at USDA headquarters in Washington, D.C. will be joined by 17
flagship gardens located in urban communities nationwide.

The Washington, D.C. People’s Garden is growing plants in a variety of ways, from small
containers to wheelchair accessible raised beds. Active beehives are on the rooftop of the
USDA Whitten Building. In early spring, cool weather crops like peas, kale, collards, radishes,
cilantro, parsley, carrots, lettuces, beets, chard and spinach are planted, followed by warm
weather crops like beans, tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, squash, and pumpkins in late spring
and early summer. Conservation practices like cover crops and pollinator plantings are being
used to conserve natural resources.

Meanwhile, USDA has plans to launch flagship gardens in urban communities. Those cities
include:

e Albuquerque, N.M.
e Atlanta, Ga.

e Chicago, Il

e Cleveland, Ohio



e Dallas, Texas

e Detroit, Mich.

e Grand Rapids, Mich.
e Los Angeles, Calif.
¢ Minneapolis, Minn.
e New Orleans, La.
e New York, N.Y.

e Oakland, Calif.

¢ Philadelphia, Pa.

e Phoenix, Ariz.

e Portland, Ore.

e Richmond, Va.

e St. Louis, Mo.

USDA plans to expand the initiative to other communities later this year.

School gardens, community gardens, urban farms, and small-scale agriculture projects in rural
and urban areas can be recognized as a “People’s Garden” if they:

o Benefit the community by providing food, green space, wildlife habitat, education
space.

e Are a collaborative effort. This can include groups working together with USDA
agencies, food banks, Girl Scouts, Master Gardeners, conservation districts, etc.

e Incorporate conservation management practices, such as using native plant species,
rain barrels, integrated pest management, xeriscaping.

e Educate the public about sustainable gardening practices and the importance of local,
diverse, and resilient food systems providing healthy food for the community.

USDA originally launched the People’s Garden Initiative in 2009. It's named for the “People’s
Department,” former President Abraham Lincoln’s nickname for USDA, which was established
during his presidency in 1862. To watch these gardens grow, visit our People’s Garden
Webpage or follow the hashtag #PeoplesGarden on USDA’s social media channels.

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions
of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you're proposing to produce agricultural commodities
(crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on
land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to December



23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that
ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system
on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This
includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and
conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation
programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual
tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and
Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect
wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the
wetland conservation provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your
local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly
erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center.

Applying for NAP Payments

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops
unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture,
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native
grass for grazing), among others.

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable
deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application
closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage
report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide:

e The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an
interest during the crop year

e The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable,
salvaged or used differently than intended

e Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)



Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could
see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield.

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must
be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain
perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent.

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of
Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year
for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information.
Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop was marketable,
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance
their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can
help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to
borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best
fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility



requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These
guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking
the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan
information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with
an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My
Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history,
payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can

visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov.

FSA is Adjusting to Fit the Situation Facing
Livestock Producers

By Zach Ducheneaux, Administrator, Farm Service Agency

As a former rancher myself, | know the tremendous investments—in time, sweat, and
thought—that producers make even before their calves hit the ground. My experiences lead
me to firmly believe that, here at the Farm Service Agency (FSA), we must find flexibilities
where possible to help our farmers and ranchers best meet the challenges of the day.

In recent meetings with Senator John Hoeven, FSA North Dakota State Executive Director
Marcy Svenningsen, and livestock producers in North Dakota impacted by catastrophic 2021
winter storms, it became apparent that our Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) payment rates
were not reflective of the true market value for non-adult beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy
animals. It was time for us to pivot.

LIP provides benefits to livestock owners and some contract growers for livestock deaths
exceeding normal mortality from eligible adverse weather events, certain predation losses and
reduced sales prices due to injury from an eligible loss.



Indemnity payments are made at a rate of 75 percent of the market value of the livestock on
the day before the date of death. | don’t mind saying that, under our previous payment rates,
cutting a LIP check to a rancher for $150 for a calf in today’s market came nowhere near
covering the year-long investment in carrying the cow through pregnancy and carrying the calf
from birth to sale.

To better capture ranchers’ investments in their animals, we recently announced increased
LIP payment rates for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals less than 250 pounds. These
now-updated payment rates are reflective of the substantial increased cost of these non-adult
livestock in 2022 (bee graphic below).

The updated LIP payment rates are effective immediately and will be applied retroactively
starting January 1, 2022, for all eligible causes of loss including excessive heat, tornado,
winter storms, and other qualifying natural disasters. Producers who have already received
LIP payments for 2022 will receive an additional payment, if applicable, commensurate with
these updated rates. For details on eligibility and payment rates, you can review our LIP fact
sheet.

Other Program Improvements
These LIP policy changes complement enhancements we recently made to our Emergency

Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) — changes that
also were derived from the direct input and feedback of producers and the livestock groups.

In addition to paying above normal costs for hauling water to drought-stricken livestock, we
also added compensation for hauling feed to livestock and livestock to forage or other grazing
acres. And, in 2021, we added fish raised for food as an ELAP-eligible commodity because
producers and industry leaders expressed the need.

By continually evaluating how we can deliver our programs in a manner that is meaningful to
the farmers and ranchers we serve, we demonstrate our ongoing commitment to stakeholder
engagement and our dedication to improving programs for livestock producers first signaled
by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack during a Senate Agriculture Committee hearing earlier
this year.

It has been said actions speak louder than words, but when it comes to FSA programs that
directly affect producers’ livelihoods and way of life and ultimately impact food security for all
Americans, | believe the two are not mutually exclusive. Rest assured that when producers
and producer groups speak, FSA and |, to the extent possible, will do whatever is within our
power to turn those words into actions.



USDA

BEEF BEEFALO

(non-adult) (non-adult)

7111250 1bs 250I
75,2750 FENT

ml'.( REASED LIP
IL”.\,’ ‘-'[ .-I .'“!;\T[

I (l[ ASED LIP
PAYMENT RATI

BUFFALO/BISON DAIRY

(non-adult) (non-adult)

USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
plans to provide up to $200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who incur
eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or renew a food safety certification in
calendar years 2022 or 2023. USDA'’s new Food Safety Certification for Specialty

Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop producers to comply with
regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety certification requirements, which is part
of USDA'’s broader effort to transform the food system to create a more level playing field for




small and medium producers and a more balanced, equitable economy for everyone working
in food and agriculture.

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 food
safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the COVID-19
pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from Hollis, N.H.,
where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA'’s efforts to help reduce
costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding to cut
regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire and across
the nation.

Program Details

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification in
calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty
crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as a portion of their
related expenses.

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition
of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses related to the
2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:

e Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.

e Food safety certification.

e Certification upload fees.

¢ Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.

e Training.

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and veteran
farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be found

at farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and the
application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments at the
time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. If
calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be prorated.

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with



other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center
nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility
information and forms needed to apply.
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